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 High Degree of Competency Clear Competency Some Competency Limited Competency 

Compliance  

with Local Rules  

Contains all required sections and 

headings and otherwise complies 

with all formatting requirements 

set out in Local Rules and syllabus. 

7 

Conforms to most of the high 

degree of competency criteria. 

 

6-5 

Conforms to some of the high 

degree of competency criteria. 

 

4-3  

Conforms to few of the high 

degree of competency 

criteria. 

 

2–0  

Cover Page Contains all required components. 

2 

Contains most required 

components. 

1 

Contains some required 

components. 

0.5 

Contains few required 

components. 

0 

Table of 

Contents 

Identifies location of each section 

of the brief (other than the cover 

page and table contents); 

Headings and subheadings match 

those in argument section; All 

page numbers accurate. 

6 

One of the following is incorrect: 

Identifies location of each section 

of the brief; Headings and 

subheadings match those in 

argument section; All page 

numbers accurate. 

5  

Contains some inaccuracies. 

 

 

 

4-3  

Contains many inaccuracies. 

 

 

 

2–0  

Table of 

Authorities 

Lists all authorities cited in the 

Argument Section with indication 

of all page(s) citations to 

authorities appear. 

 

 

6 

Lists most authorities cited in the 

Argument Section with indication 

of page(s) authorities appear; Or 

lists all authorities cited with 

indication of most page(s) 

citation to authorities appear. 

5  

Lists some authorities cited in 

the Argument Section with 

indication of most page(s) 

citation to authorities appear. 

 

 

4-3  

Lists few authorities cited in 

the Argument Section; Or 

does not include most 

page(s) citations to 

authorities appear. 

 

 

2–0  

Statement of 

Jurisdiction 

Concisely and clearly identifies 

basis for jurisdiction; Includes 

citations to relevant authorities & 

dates. 

Identifies basis for jurisdiction; 

Includes citations to relevant 

authorities & dates. 

 

Identifies basis for jurisdiction 

but fails to include citations to 

relevant authorities & dates. 

0.5 

Does not identify basis for 

jurisdiction. 
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 High Degree of Competency Clear Competency Some Competency Limited Competency 

2 1 0 

Question(s) 

Presented  

Correctly identifies relevant legal 

principle; Includes key facts; 

Suggests a favorable answer; Can 

be understood in one reading. 

 

7 

Can be understood in one 

reading but one of the following 

is incorrect: correctly identifies 

relevant legal principle, includes 

key facts, suggests favorable 

answer.  

6  

Cannot be understood in one 

reading; One of the following is 

incorrect: correctly identifies 

relevant legal principle, includes 

key facts, suggests favorable 

answer. 

5-3 

Cannot be understood in one 

reading or does not suggest 

a favorable answer; Relevant 

legal principle is not 

identified; Missing some key 

facts. 

2–0 

Statement of the 

Case  

“Proceedings Below” accurately 

describes procedural history and 

includes citations to the record; 

“Statement of the Facts” includes 

all legally relevant facts, relevant 

background facts, emotionally 

relevant facts; Excludes 

unnecessary facts; Does not 

include legal conclusions; De-

emphasizes unfavorable facts; 

Includes citations to the record.  

12 

Includes most legally relevant 

facts, relevant background facts, 

emotionally relevant facts, and 

unknown facts; Excludes 

unnecessary facts; Does not 

include legal conclusions; 

Includes citations to the record.  

 

 

 

11–9  

Includes some legally relevant 

facts, relevant background 

facts, emotionally relevant facts, 

and unknown facts; Excludes 

some unnecessary facts; Might 

include some legal conclusions; 

Missing several citations to the 

record. 

 

 

8-5 

Does not include many of the 

legally relevant facts, relevant 

background facts, and 

emotionally relevant facts, 

and unknown facts; Does not 

exclude unnecessary facts; 

Includes legal conclusions; 

Missing many citations to the 

record. 

 

3–0 
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 High Degree of Competency Clear Competency Some Competency Limited Competency 

Summary of the 

Arguments 

Concise summary of arguments; 

No citations to the record or 

authorities. 

 

9 

Somewhat concise summary of 

arguments; No citations to the 

record or authorities. 

 

8-6  

Somewhat lengthy or 

incomplete summary of 

arguments; No or few citations 

to the record or authorities. 

5-3 

Lengthy summary of 

argument; Citations to the 

record or authorities. 

 

2–0  

Standard of 

Review 

Concisely and clearly identifies 

basis for standard of review; 

Includes citation to relevant 

authority. 

 

3 

Identifies basis for standard of 

review; Includes citation to 

relevant authority. 

 

2 

Identifies basis for standard of 

review but is not clear and 

concise; Does not include 

citation to relevant authority. 

1 

Does not identify basis for 

standard of review; Does not 

include citation to relevant 

authority. 

0  

Point Heading(s) 

and Sub-

heading(s)  

Headings provide outline of 

argument; Explains legal 

contentions; Includes reasons and 

relevant facts; Limited to one 

sentence; Clear, concise, and 

conclusory.  

5 

Conforms to most of the high 

degree of competency criteria.  

 

 

4  

Conforms to some of the high 

degree of competency criteria. 

 

 

3  

Conforms to few of the high 

degree of competency 

criteria. 

 

 

2–0 

Argument 

Organization 

Umbrella section(s) include 

governing rule, policy, standard of 

review, and factual conclusion; 

Structure of Argument obvious 

through thesis sentences; Well-

constructed paragraphs are 

appropriate length; Effective 

transitions used. 

 

Umbrella section(s) are complete; 

Structure of Argument is 

somewhat clear through thesis 

sentences; Well-constructed 

paragraphs are appropriate 

length; Transitions used 

somewhat effectively. 

 

12-10 

Umbrella section(s) are 

somewhat incomplete; 

Structure of Argument is not 

clear because of several weak 

thesis sentences; Some 

paragraphs are well-

constructed and appropriate 

length; Some transitions used. 

9-5 

Umbrella section(s) are 

incomplete; Structure of 

Arguments is not clear 

because of many weak or 

non-existent thesis sentences; 

Several paragraphs are not 

well-constructed appropriate 

length; Few transitions used. 

4–0 
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13 

Argument 

Paradigm 

Structure 

Appropriate paradigm is adhered 

to (Conclusion; Rule statement; 

Rule explanation; Factual 

Conclusion; Rule application; 

Conclusion).  

10 

Appropriate paradigm is not 

adhered to in a few instances. 

 

9-7 

Appropriate paradigm is not 

adhered to in several instances. 

 

6-4 

Appropriate paradigm is not 

adhered to in many instances. 

 

3–0 

Argument 

Analysis 

Rule Explanation  

Clearly identifies relevant 

authorities; Accurately handles 

authorities throughout; Fully 

examines all relevant authorities 

(for cases include key facts, the 

court’s holding, the court’s 

reasoning, and policy); Case 

illustrations presented persuasively 

in support of client’s position; 

Adverse authority noted and 

distinguished; Judicious use of 

quotes.   

 

 

15-14 

Meets almost all of the high 

degree of competency criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13-9 

Identifies relevant authorities 

but not clearly; Misstates 

authorities in some instances; 

Fully examines some of the 

relevant authorities; Reader is 

somewhat educated about how 

a court would apply the rules; 

Adverse authority noted but 

not distinguished in every 

instance; Over-uses quotes.   

 

 

8-4 

Does not clearly identify 

relevant authorities; Misstate 

authorities in several 

instances; Does not fully 

examine most of the relevant 

authorities; Does not 

demonstrate how authorities 

and facts relate; Adverse 

authority either ignored or 

not distinguished in many 

instances; Uses quotes and 

parentheticals as a substitute 

for analysis.   

3–0  
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 High Degree of Competency Clear Competency Some Competency Limited Competency 

Argument 

Analysis 

Rule Application 

 

Thoroughly and clearly 

demonstrates how authorities and 

facts relate; Facts and authorities  

used to support insightful 

arguments; Arguments and 

counterarguments presented 

persuasively in support of client’s 

position; Reader has an accurate 

picture of how rules apply to the 

facts of this case. 

15-14 

Meets almost all of the high 

degree of competency criteria 

 

 

 

 

 

13-9 

Demonstrates how authorities 

and facts relate; Some 

arguments may be 

unsupported by facts or 

authorities; Presents some 

arguments or 

counterarguments in a way that 

is not persuasive to client’s 

position; Reader is somewhat 

educated about how rules 

apply. 

 

8-4 

Arguments/counterarguments 

are not supported by facts or 

authorities; Several arguments 

or counterarguments 

unsupported by facts or 

precedent; Reader is 

confused about how rules 

apply. 

 

 

3–0 

Responsiveness Responds to pertinent points in 

appellant’s brief; Persuasively 

constructs own arguments. 

 

11 

Responds to points in appellant’s 

brief; Constructs own arguments. 

 

10-8  

Responds to few points in 

appellant’s brief; Constructs 

own arguments. 

 

7-3  

Either fails to respond to any 

points in appellant’s brief or 

constructs a point-by-point 

refutation. 

2–0  

Conclusion One sentence clearly describing 

relief requested; Does not include 

citation to record or authorities; 

Includes signature blocks. 

 

3 

One sentence describing relief 

requested; Does not include 

citation to record or authorities; 

Includes signature block. 

 

2 

More than one sentence 

describing relief requested; 

Does not include citations to 

record or authorities; Includes 

signature block. 

1 

More than one sentence 

describing relief 

requested/Relief is incorrect; 

Includes citation(s) to record 

or authorities; Does not 

include signature block. 

0.5–0 

Research Sources used demonstrate depth 

and completeness of research. 

Sources used somewhat 

demonstrates depth and 

Research is incomplete or uses 

unhelpful or irrelevant sources. 

Research is insufficient; Relies 

on unhelpful or irrelevant 
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7  completeness of research. 

6–5  

4–3 sources.  

2–0 

Citation format All citations (e.g., full citations, 

short citations, correct reporter 

used, use of pinpoints, use of 

signal, use of id., typeface and 

record citations) are properly 

formatted according to Bluebook. 

11 

Most citations properly 

formatted. 

 

 

 

10-8 

Some citations properly 

formatted. 

 

 

 

7-4 

Most citations not properly 

formatted. 

 

 

 

3–0 

Use of citations 

& Quotes 

All non-original ideas attributed to 

appropriate source; Quotes are 

accurate and properly cited. 

 

6 

Most non-original ideas 

attributed to appropriate source; 

Quotes are accurate and properly 

cited. 

 

5-4 

Some non-original ideas 

attributed to appropriate 

source; Quotes are accurate; 

Most quotes are properly cited. 

3-2 

Few non-original ideas 

attributed to appropriate 

source; Some quotes are not 

accurate; Some quotes are 

properly cited. 

1-0  

Writing Style Active voice and passive voice 

used effectively throughout; 

Unnecessary words eliminated and 

legalese avoided; Avoids “cheap 

theatrics;” Strategic word choice 

used throughout. 

 

11 

Uses active and passive voice 

somewhat effectively; Avoids 

“cheap theatrics;” Contains some 

unnecessary words or legalese; 

Strategic word choice used 

somewhat. 

 

10-8    

Uses active and passive voice 

somewhat effectively; Contains 

unnecessary words or legalese; 

Uses some “cheap theatrics;” 

Word choice is sometimes 

awkward or inappropriate. 

7-4  

Does not use active and 

passive voice effectively; 

Unnecessary words or 

legalese used throughout; 

Uses some “cheap theatrics;” 

Word choice is often 

awkward or inappropriate. 

3–0 

Writing 

Mechanics 

Correct grammar/ punctuation 

throughout; No typos. 

7 

Few grammar/punctuation errors; 

Few typos. 

6 

Several grammar/punctuation 

errors; Some typos. 

5-3 

Many grammar/punctuation 

errors; Numerous typos. 

2–0 

 

Total Raw Points: ________/ 168    


